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Hruska Wary of FBI -'Plan 


By Susanna McBee 

Wasblni ton Boat BtaXI Writer 

Sen. Roman L. Hruska (R^ 
Neb.) expressed concern yes- 
terday about a proposal by the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion to take control of the day- 
to-day exchange of messages 
among the nation’s police de> 
partments. ^ ^ . 

The proposal, which FBI Di- 
rector Clarence M. Kelley 
made last July to then Attor- 
ney General Elliot L. Richard- 
son and again two months ago 
to Attorney General William 
B. Saxbe, was revealed in a 
General Accounting Office re- 
port to the Senate Subcommit- 
tee on Ccmstitutional Rights. 

Hruska, generally conserva- 


tive on police-power matters, 
suggested that before making 
a deciaion Saxbe should await 
the outcome of congressional 
consideration of pending legis- 
lation to restrict the use and 
dissemination of crime data 
collected by local and state po- 
lice and the FBI. 

Perhaps. Hruska added, 
Congress, not Saxbe, should 
make the decision on whether 
the FBI should be allowed to 
expand its National Crime In 
formation Center (NCIC) sys- 
tem to encompass the state 
and local police network, 
which is called NLETS*— Na- 
tional Law Enforcement Tele- 
communications Syirtem. 


Hruska’s comments camei 
during the subcommittee’s 
opening hearing on two bills 
dealing with crime informa- 
tion. One bill was proposeiTby 
the Justice Department and 
introduced by Hruska; the 
other was Introduced by Sen. 
Sam J. Ervin Jr. (D-N.C.), sub- 
committee chairman. | 

The NCIC would be regu* 
lated under both bills because 
it maintans a data bank on 
wanted persons, stolen prop- 
erty, and computerized crimi- 
nal history information that it 
exchanges with state and local 
Police. ^ 

NLETS has no data bank, 
and is merely a network used 


by state and local police to ex- 
change such messages as 
checks on driver records, pris- 
oner trartsfers and all-points 
Bulletins. 

Questioned by Hruska, O. J. 
Hawkins, assistant director of 
the California Department of 
Justice and a member on the 
NCIC advisory board, admit- 
ted that the board is on record 
as favori];ig the takeover of 
the message-switching opera- 
Uon of NLETS. 

The subcommittee is ex- 
pected to ask Saxbe. who is to 
testify today, and Kelley, who 
U scheduled to testify Thurs^ 
day, about the Implications of 
the proposed takeover. 


